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Listening-1 ( 5 marks ) 
 
- Listen to this radio programme about transport in the past and complete the summary below     
  with the missing information. (Write one word only). 
 
In the past, people used horses to ride on and pull their vehicles. The cart, an uncovered vehicle, was 

used for carrying _1__________________ . Another type of transport which was used for short 

journeys was called a _2__________________ while for long journeys, people used a closed four-

wheeled vehicle called a carriage. Rich people had _3__________________ carriages while other 

people used  a  _4__________________ as a public means of transport. The invention of the train in 

Britain in  _5__________________ made people depend less on other types of horse-related vehicles. 

 
Listening-2 ( 5 marks ) 
 
- Listen to John talking about the holiday he has just returned from. Then answer the questions 
that follow. 
 
1.  Why did John go to Italy? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  John traveled by: 
a- _______________________ 
 
b- _______________________ 

 
3.  What was the weather like in Italy? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  What happened to the tent? 
     _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  How much did the whole trip cost John? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading -1 (10 marks)  
 
Read this magazine article about extreme sports.  
 

1 
Gill Williams is an extreme sportswoman – an adventurer who takes water sports to its most 
dangerous limits.  “I love being near great white sharks when I am diving. I touch them, but I 
don’t let them bite me!” There are more people like Gill than you might think. They leave their 
offices and businesses to spend their free time doing extremely dangerous things. Some of them 
fly jets across deserts or go diving in unexpected caves, while others explore African rivers.  
 

2 
Bob Card is a skydiving trainer. He teaches people to leap out of aeroplanes and let themselves 
fall through the air without opening their parachutes until the very last minute.  
“I believe there is an adventurer inside every one of us,” he says. “It doesn’t matter how old or 
strong you are. The adventurer is there – it’s just hidden away somewhere. If you find that spirit, 
your life will take on a new meaning.” 
 

3 
How much danger can a person take? According to Sandra Quiggen, panic is rare, even when 
you come face to face with a bad-tempered hippo on the Zambezi River. “You get scared,” she 
says. “Those hippos have big teeth. But a little fear makes the brain work faster, as long as you 
don’t let it turn into panic.” 
 

4 
There is an element of risk in all extreme sports. “If you don’t do things right, you are asking for 
trouble,” says Card. But training and proper equipment help to make these sports safer. The 
difference between extreme sport and “normal” sport is that, although there are organized 
competitions for these sports, most extreme sports people are more interested in testing their 
own abilities than in winning prizes. They want to experience something more than their normal  
lives can offer. In fact, most of them would agree with mountaineer Sir Edmund Hillary’s reply 
when asked why he wanted to climb Everest: “Because it’s there.” 
 
 
A- Choose the most suitable heading from A- D to match paragraphs 1- 4.  
     Write the number of the paragraph on the line next to the heading.  
 

__________ A- Hidden adventurer  

__________ B- Risky rewards   

__________ C- Exciting free-time activities 
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__________ D- Positive fear 

 
 
 
B- Answer the following questions. 
 
1- What is the extreme sport of each of the following people in the article? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2-According to the article, which part of your body can benefit from fear? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3- How can a person practise safer extreme sports? List two things. 

a- ____________________________________ 

b- ____________________________________ 

 

4- How are extreme sports people different from “normal” sportsmen? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Extreme sport 

 

a. Gill Williams 

 

________________________ 

 

b. Bob Card 

 

________________________ 

 

c. Sir Edmund Hillary 

 

________________________ 
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Reading - 2 (10 marks) 
 
- Read this passage carefully. 
 

Communication 
 
Telephone, television, radios and the telegraph all help people communicate with each other. 
Because of these devices, ideas and news of events spread quickly all over the world. For 
example, within seconds, people can know the results of an election in Japan or Argentina. 
News of a disaster such as an earthquake or a flood can bring help from distant countries. 
 
How has this speed of communication changed the world? To many people the world has 
become smaller. Of course it does not mean that the world is actually physically smaller. It 
means that the world seems smaller. Two hundred years ago, communication between the 
countries took a long time. All news was carried on ships that took weeks to cross the oceans.  
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, it took six weeks for news from Europe to reach the 
Americas.  
 
An important part of the history of the world is the history of the communication. In prehistoric 
times, people had limited knowledge of the world and knew very little beyond their small groups 
except what was happening near their homes. Later, people organized into villages, and verbal 
communication between little towns was possible. Still the people were limited because they had 
no outside information. Kingdoms and small countries then developed with a king directing the 
people. Cities developed, too, but still communication was limited to small geographical area of 
the country. Much later in history, after the invention of the printing press, many people learned 
to read, and communication was improved. 
 
In this modern age, communication is so fast that it is almost instant. People's lives have been 
changed because of the immediate spread of news. Sometimes the spread is so rapid that it 
does not allow people time to think. For example, leaders of countries have only minutes, or at 
most hours, to consider all the parts of a problem. They are expected to answer immediately. 
Once they had days and weeks to think before making decisions. 
 
 
A- Now answer the following questions. 
 

1. What is the advantage of having various communication devices? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2.  How does modern communication help people in times of disaster? 

     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did news travel round the world in the seventeenth century? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Why was the invention of the printing press so important? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. How does modern communication affect people's lives? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
B- Read the following statements and circle           TRUE or FALSE. 
 

1. The world seems larger nowadays.    TRUE      FALSE 

2. Two hundred years ago, communication between Europe and the Americas took six 

months.   TRUE      FALSE 

3. Prehistoric people knew mainly about their parts of the world.    TRUE      FALSE 

4. The printing press was invented before the development of cities and kingdoms.  TRUE 

FALSE 

5. According to the writer, it is more difficult to be a leader of a country now than it was two 

centuries ago.     TRUE      FALSE 
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Writing-1 (10 marks) 

You MUST answer this question 
 

- Young people nowadays go on adventure holidays in order to relax and feel excited. 
      Write a letter   (around 200 words) to your friend, Noor, about your last adventure  
      holiday. 

 
Dear Noor, 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Best wishes, 
Najah 

 
 
 

Task Focus Organisation Language Accuracy Appropriateness Total 
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